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Historical 

Perspective 



Timeline:  State EMS 
 1969 – State EMS 

Section established 

 1986 – Field staff 

added   

 1993 – IDPH named 

Lead Agency for EMS 

 1995 – EMS Section 

receives Bureau status 

 2013 – Bureau status 

unknown 

 

 

 

 

 Bureau Staffing 
 1978 – 9   

 1979 -  5 

 1989 – 9   

 1990 - 10 

 1992 – 7  

 1993 – 9 

 1994 – 10  

 1995 – 13 

 1998 – 15 

 2003 – 17 

 2004 – 15  

 2013 – 11 (no chief)                                                                                                       

 

 

 



Lyon Osceola Dickinson Emmet 

Kossuth 

Winnebago Worth Mitchell Howard 
Winneshiek Allamakee 

Sioux O’Brien Clay Palo Alto 
Hancock 

Cerro 

Gordo 
Floyd Chickasaw 

Fayette Clayton 

Plymouth Cherokee Buena Vista Pocahontas Humboldt Wright Franklin Butler 
Bremer 

Woodbury Ida Sac Calhoun Webster Hamilton Hardin Grundy 

Black Hawk Buchanan Delaware Dubuque 

Monona Crawford Carroll Greene Boone Story Marshall Tama Benton Linn 
Jones 

Jackson 

Harrison Shelby Audubon Guthrie Dallas Polk Jasper Poweshiek Iowa Johnson 

Cedar 

Clinton 

Scott 

Pottawattamie Cass Adair Madison Warren Marion Mahaska Keokuk Washington 

Muscatine 

Louisa 

Mills 
Adams Union Clarke Monroe Wapello Jefferson Henry 

Des 

Moines 

Fremont Page Taylor Wayne Appanoose Davis Van Buren 
Lee 

Lucas 

Decatur Ringgold 

Anita Bailey – Milford  
NW - 27 Counties 

Merrill Meese –  Alexander 
NE - 22 Counties 

Ellen McCardle Woods – Colo 
SW - 25 Counties 

Evelyn (Lou) Wolfe – Solon 
SE - 25 Counties 



Timeline:  Iowa EMS Regulations  

 1978 – 147A Emergency Medical Care 

 1979 – Chapter 132 established 

 Revisions:  1980’s – 22; 1990’s – 13; 2000 – 8; 2010’s - 4  

 1993  

 NT may transport on occasion 

 1994 

 Renewal fee dropped for FR-D & EMT-D 

 1995  

 Basic Care Law -  Minimum Ambulance Standards 

 2000 

  HF 2333  

 



Milestones:  Chapter 132 

 1 EMT and driver 

 Conditional staffing 

 Occasional transport 

 Ambulance with transport agreement 

 Operational items: 

 Minimum protocols 

 CQI program 

 Emergency driving and communications 

 Chapter 11: Drugs in EMS Programs 



Services:  Trends   

 Total numbers: 
 2005:    891        2010:     880         2013:   781 

 Ambulance services (24/7):   
 2005:     42%      2010:     38%        2013:   37% 

 Ambulance services with TA:   
 2005:     8%        2010:     13%        2013:   14% 

 NT 
 2005:      50%     2010:    48%          2013:  47% 

 AMT is 1% - 2% 

 Base of operations: 
 Fire: 55%    Hospital: 8%    Private: 12%    Other : 25%  

 



Providers:  (does not include legacy levels or ILEECP)   
 Average:  12,388 

 High (2005):  12,712 

 Low (2012):  11,817 

 January 2013: 12,047 

 63% of certified individuals are on rosters 

 Non-certified drivers: 2331 

 RN Ex: 2008: 381   2010:  495    2013:  485       

 EMT’s represent 57%, up from 55% in ‘07 

 Paramedics represent 24% up from 19% in ‘07 

 70% male and 30% female 

 Average age is between 40-49 

 

 



 

 

OVERVIEW 
OF  

CHAPTER 
132 



641—132(147A) 
 641 = Department 

 Iowa Department of Public Health 

 

 132 = Chapter 

 EMS Service Program Authorization 

 

 147A = Enabling legislation 

 Emergency Medical Care—Trauma Care 
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641– 132 (147A)  

Chapter 132 applies to all authorized 

Iowa EMS Service Programs: 

• Paid or Volunteer 

• Nontransport or Ambulance 

• Call Volume: 10 or 10,000 

• Urban or Rural 
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Chapter 132.1  

Definitions     

 “Department” means… 

 “Medical Director” means… 
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Chapter 132.7 

Service authorization and renewal, 
inspections and transfer or assignment of 
certificates of authorization. 

 System Registry is official application 

 Authorization period, renewals and 
inspections 

 Inclusive authorization (city) 

 National accreditation 

 Out-of-state services 

 Temporary services 



Chapter 132.8 
Service program levels of care and staffing 

standards 

 Level of care and staffing, contingency plans, TA 

 Operational requirements – PCR’s, personnel 

files, medical direction, protocols, RN/PA, etc,  

 Equipment and vehicle standards -- Pharmacy, 

telecommunications, etc. 

 Preventive maintenance –  Vehicle housing, 

equipment storage, cleanliness 

 Data and confidentiality 
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Chapter 132.9 

Service program – off-line medical 

direction 

 MD duties:  protocols, liaisons, CEH, 

monitoring performance, developing MO, etc. 

 Supervising physicians, physician designees 

and other appointees duties:  CQI 

 Written audits include … 
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Chapter 132.14 

Temporary variances  

 Authorized services 

 Not to exceed 6-months 
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Chapter 132.15 

Transport options for fully authorized 

EMT-P, PS and paramedic service 

programs 

 May determine if emergent or non-

emergent transportation is needed 



  


